
Idle Hands Are The Devil’s Workshop 
Strategies to keep your percussion students engaged, involved 

and improving... 
 

Oklahoma bandmasters association 2017 
July 18th – 2:00pm 

 
 

• Introduction 
- Identifying the “dangers” with bored 

percussionists 
 
 

- What’s the student’s point of view? 
 
 

- What does the ideal situation look like? 
 
 

- Establish your goals for your percussion 
students: 
 

o Inside the classroom: 
 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 
 

o Outside the classroom: 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 

Ø _________________________________ 

 
- How do we get there? 



• Developing the environment 
 

 
- Creating positive traditions 

 
 
 

 
- Creating a positive “brand” for your program 

 
 
 

 
- Establishing standards and expectations 

 
 
 

 
- Making the program visible 

 
 

 
 
 

• Making them better musicians 
 

 
- The power of being “good” 

 
 
 
 
 

- Implementing a curriculum: The Packet 

 
 
 
 

 
- Setting them up for success through pedagogy 

 
 
 
 
 



• Daily strategies for involving your 
percussion 

 
- In band class 

 
 
 

- In rehearsals/ Performances 
§ Marching Band 

 
 

§ Concert Band 
 

 
§ Jazz Band 

 
 

- Objective Sheets 
 
 
 

• Reach them in their world 
 

- Using technology for motivation/improvement 
 

 
- Adding positive social media 

 
 

- The internet 
 
 

• Resources to take with you 
 

- Finding percussion teachers 
 

 
o Local schools/ universities 

o Drum corps/ WGI/ BOA 

o Distant schools/ yellow boards 

o Percussive arts society 

o Other professional organizations 

 



- Using the industry/manufacturers/publishers 
 
 

o Vic firth 
 

o Remo 
 

o Zildjian 
 

o Dynasty 
 

o Tapspace 
 

o Drop 6 
 

o Rowloff 
 

o C Alan 
 

o JW Pepper 
 

o Drummer World 
 

o Lone Star Percussion 
 

o Many more… 
 
 
 
 

- Stay connected… 
 

 
Frank Chapple 
– frank.chapple@kellerisd.net 

– thepacket@verizon.net 

 
The Packet 
- http://www.thepacket.us 

 
 
 
 
 

 


